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Mayor Menino addresses BC student body

As the introductory event in 
the òRevisiting 
Bostonó series 
sponsored by the 
Sophomore Class 
of the Presidential 
Scholars Program, 
Boston mayor 
Thomas Menino 
spoke at Boston 
College on February 
9, 2011. This 
yearõs Sophomore 
Social Justice 
Project focuses 
on connecting the 
BC community 
with issues facing 
Bostonõs youth, and 
the Mayor helped 
shed light on current 
programs designed 
to beneþt the cityõs 
children. As a 17-
year veteran of 
the Mayorõs ofþce, 
Menino stressed that 
the economy of the 
city is based on four components: 
higher education, healthcare, 
þnancial services, and tourism. He 
explained that the strength of the city 
is found in its diversity that comes 
from its 52% minority population, 
and he believes that young people 
living in the city are the future of 
Boston. Similarly, it is the Mayorõs 
opinion that the education of 
children is the most important 
issue of our society because a 
highly educated workforce leads 
to innovative and successful cities. 

While Mayor Menino 
is proud to describe the Boston 
public school system as one of 
the best urban school districts 
in the nation, he stressed that 
the graduation rate out of high 
schools is still only 61%. His goal 
is to push this þgure up to a 90% 
graduation rate in the next decade, 
and he sees this as a civil rights 

issue because high school graduates 
live longer, healthier, and safer lives.

Mayor Menino then went on to 
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Scholars venture downtown for cultural events

 The celebrated nineteenth-
century poet Julia Ward Howe once 
referred to Boston as òan oasis in the 
desert.ó And while the rest of New England 
can hardly be likened to a desert, Boston 
is an undisputed oasis of culture and the 
performing arts. Beginning in September 
of 2010, Presidential Scholars have been 
making the short trip into Boston in order 
to partake of its rich cultural offerings.
 Early on in his tenure as 
Director of the Presidential Scholars 
Program, Father Keenan decided to 
incorporate cultural activities into the 
PSP schedule as part of his continual 
effort to cultivate well-rounded Scholars 
who are acquainted with the musical and 
theatrical milieu of this cosmopolitan 
city. As he puts it, òI want to make sure 
that students know what BSO means.ó 
(It means Boston Symphony Orchestra.) 
Thus far, these cultural outings have 
garnered rave reviews from Scholars.
 On September 28, 2010, the 
Class of 2013 attended a performance 
of the recently popular musical Wicked 
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