
Updated 01/2025 

Sarah Babb 

Professor 



 



 

 

 

2016 Babb, Sarah and Nitsan Chorev. “International Organizations: Loose and Tight 

Coupling in the Development Regime.” Studies in Comparative International 

Development 51(81): 81-102. 

 

2013 Babb, Sarah. “The Washington Consensus as Policy Paradigm:Its Origins, 

Trajectory, and Likely Replacement.” Review of International Political Economy 

20(2): 268-97. 

   

2009 Chorev, Nitsan and Sarah Babb. “The Crisis of Neoliberalism and the Future of 

International Institutions: The IMF and the WTO in Comparative Perspective.” 

Theory and Society 38: 459-484. 

 

 Taniguchi, Rie and Sarah Babb. “The Global Construction of Development 

Models: The U.S., Japan, and the East Asian Miracle.”  Socio-Economic Review 

7(2): 277-303.   

   

2008 Babb, Sarah and Bruce G. Carruthers. “Conditionality: Forms, Function, and 

History.” Annual Review of Law and Social Science 4: 13-29. 

 

2007 Babb, Sarah. “Embeddedness, Inflation, and International Regimes: The IMF in 

the Early Postwar Period.” American Journal of Sociology 113: 128-64. 

 

2006 Babb, Sarah. “A Sociologist among Economists: Some Thoughts on Methods, 

Positionality, and Subjectivity.” Pp. 43-54 in Hesse-Biber, Sharlene Nagy and 

Patricia Leavy (eds.). Emergent Methods in Social Research. Thousand Oaks, 

CA: Sage Publications.   

 

2005 Babb, Sarah. “The Social Consequences of Structural Adjustment: Recent 

Evidence and Current Debates.” Annual Review of Sociology 31: 199-222. 

 

 Babb, Sarah and Ariel Buira. “Mission Creep, Mission Push, and Discretion: 

The Case of IMF Conditionality.” Pp. 59-84 in Buira, Ariel (ed.). The IMF 

and the World Bank at Sixty. London, UK: Anthem Press. 

 

 Babb, Sarah. “Del nacionalismo al neoliberalismo: el ascenso de los nuevos 

“Money Doctors” en México.” Pp. 155-72 in Mato, Daniel (ed.). Políticas de 

economía, ambiente, y sociedad en tiempos de globalización. Caracas, 

Venezuela: FaCES. 

 

 Babb, Sarah. “Neoliberalism and the Rise of the New Money Doctors.”  Pp. 

243-59 in Epstein, Gerald (ed.). Financialization and the World Economy. 

New York: Edward Elgar.  

 

2003

199-



 

 

 

2002 Fourcade-Gourinchas, Marion and Sarah Babb. “The Rebirth of the Liberal 

Creed: Paths to Neoliberalism in Four Countries.” American Journal of 

Sociology 108(3): 533-79.  

 

2001 Carruthers, Bruce, Sarah Babb, and Terrence Halliday. “Institutionalizing 

Markets, or the Market for Institutions? Central Banks, Bankruptcy Law, and 

the Globalization of Financial Markets.” In Campbell, John and Ove Pederson 

(eds.). The Rise of Neoliberalism and Institutional Analysis. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press.   

 

1998 Babb, Sarah. "Los profesionistas en el gobierno y el problema de la 

tecnocracia: el caso de los economistas en México." Estudios Sociológicos 

16(48): 661-88. 

 

1997 Babb, Sarah. "Instituciones, profesiones y política económica en México." 

Economía Informa, Facultad de Economía, Universidad Nacional Autónoma 

de México 257: 13-19. 
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In Process: 

Babb, Sarah, Ruilin Chen, Viet Phan and Fengrui Tian. “The Internal Controllers: 

An Exploration of U.S. Job Listings.” Preparing for submission to Work and 

Occupations. 

 

Viet Phan and Sarah Babb. “From Ceremonial Gestures to Ambivalent Embrace: 

How Financial Institutions Comply with Global Environmental Mandates. 

Preparing for submission to Environmental Sociology.  

 

Kentikelenis, Alexander and Sarah Babb. Working title: Washington 

Dissensus (book manuscript). In preparation. 

  

 The era of neoliberal globalization is conventionally traced back to the market 

fundamentalism of the Reagan Revolution. This book argues against this 

conventional wisdom. Drawing on over 10,000 declassified internal 

documents from the U.S. and U.K. Treasuries, we show how market 



 

 

ideologues in the U.S. government significantly hindered the project of 

exporting free markets around the world. Behind these misadventures were an 

innate resistance to compromising with wealthy industrialized allies, and an 

unwillingness to support international institutions—especially the IMF and 

World Bank—with the capacity to pry open developing economies. This book 

delves into the genesis of the “Washington Consensus” in the late 1980s, and 

traces its origins to Paris and London--where more pragmatic policymakers 

promoted a more realistic vision for simultaneously addressing the Third 

World debt crisis and exporting market liberalization. And it illuminates the 

enduring handicaps the United States faces in the exercise of global economic 

leadership.  
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2014 Babb, Sarah. Review of The International Monetary Fund and Latin America: 
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1998-2003 Department of Sociology, The University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  

Assistant Professor. 

 

Teaching, 1998-present: 

 

Undergraduate:  

 The American Dream 

 Global Sociology 

Race, Class, and Gender 

 Social Research Methods 

 The Sociology of Revolutions 

 

Graduate: 

 Complex Organizations 

Economic Sociology 

Empirical Research Seminar 

 



 

 

Major Departmental and University-Wide 

Service:   

Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Sociology, Boston College, June 

2018-present. 

 

Interim Chairperson, Department of Sociology, Boston College, May-June 

2023. 

 

Chairperson, Department of Sociology, Boston College, July 2011-June 2017.   

 

Member, College of Arts and Sciences Executive Board of Chairs, Boston 

College September 2012-August 2013; September 2014-present. 

 

Member, Boston College Institutional Review Board (IRB), August 2009-July 

2012.   

    

Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Sociology, Boston College, July 

2007-June 2011. 

 

Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Sociology, Boston College, July 

2004-June 2005. 

 

Fields of Interest: 

 

Economic sociology, global and transnational sociology, historical sociology, 

organizations, political sociology, professions, regulation, Latin America. 
 

Languages: English: native 

  Spanish: fluent (reading); proficient (listening and speaking) 


