
Parenting, Communication and Emotions:
Perspectives on Our Children with Extensive

Support and Medical Needs

INTRODUCTION:

Dean Stanton Wortham, Ph.D.

Dean Wortham is an award-winning teacher, scholar, and
documentary film producer, Stanton E. F. Wortham, Ph.D., is the
Lynch School's inaugural Charles F. Donovan, S.J., Dean. A
linguistic anthropologist and educational ethnographer with a
particular expertise in how identities develop in human
interactions, Wortham has conducted research spanning
education, anthropology, linguistics, psychology, sociology, and
philosophy. He is the author or editor of nine books and more than
80 articles and chapters that cover a range of topics including
linguistic anthropology, discourse analysis, “learning identity,” and
education in the new Latino diaspora. 

9:00 - 9:05 AM

The Campus School at Boston College 



Presents a Virtual Conference for Families and Professionals:

Saturday, November 5, 2022 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM



R S V P  F O R  L I N K  &  S E N D  Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H E  P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N :




K a r a l y n  H a r d i m a n ,  C a m p u s  S c h o o l  S o c i a l  W o r k e r :  k m h 9 4 @ b c . e d u



KEYNOTE PRESENTATION:

The Emotions of Inclusion: Supporting
Our Children and Families to Belong

9:05 - 9:45 AM
 If the signals around us tell us we don’t belong here, we won’t learn
here. In this talk, Dr. Cipriano will discuss the pivotal role of emotion

science in supporting our children, families, and school community to
thrive, sharing insights from her research adWor rlog �
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Promoting Communication Development
through Literacy Activities

9:50 - 10:30 AM
Literacy activities support communication and language development.
This presentation will address how literacy activities that reflect shared

emotions and experiences can be created and implemented in the home.
Participants will learn how to create and implement (1) story boxes (2)

experience books, and (3) shared reading.

Susan Bruce, Ph.D., is a professor of special education at Boston
College. She coordinates the Masters Degree Programs in Special
Education: Extensive Support Needs and Global Perspectives:
Teaching, Curriculum, and Learning Environments. Susan’s
research interests are the development of communication and
early language in learners with multiple disabilities, assessment,
and collaborative action research. She is the mother of four adult
children, including a daughter with multiple disabilities.

Susan M. Bruce, Ph.D.
PRESENTER:

Children and young adults living with medical complexity live with
serious chronic conditions, significant functional limitations, and the

support of technologies and equipment. Their parents can face caregiver
burdens, advocating for their child’s essential healthcare needs,

coordinating services, and the possibility of facing their child’s limited
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