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Statement of Issue
It is well known that while tourism is one of the biggest contributors to the development of
Zanzibar’s economy, Zanzibaris’ involvement in this sector is comparatively low. Often, foreign
investors are the ones to build hotels, attracting other expats with them to create successful
businesses. Given the language requirements and specific skills needed to be directly employed
in tourism, Zanzibaris are often relegated to indirect or informal involvement, for example
providing seafood for the increasingly large hotel market. Tourism’s use of local resources
coupled with barriers that limit local involvement in the industry creates tension within
communities. Locals also tend to resent tourists because of their lack of cultural awareness. Our
ethnographic research has led us to believe that this tension is primarily due to a lack of
communication, understanding, and difficulty in equitably accessing resources. Education is a
crucial avenue for creating opportunities for cooperation between stakeholders and increasing
- thea�oftourismfor Zanzmarket. providingEdu resouces.forcouitably

build
be

eccesften
areating

�D�

�D�Q�G

�X�V�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q

�

D

�

D

�

�L�Q

theirandaZanzibaris

�W�R

�

�F�U�X�F�L�D�O

�

D

�

S

�

U

�

R

�

Y

�

L

�

G

�

L

�

Q

�

J

�

=

�

D

�

Q

�

]

�

L

�

E

�

D

�

U

�

L

�

V

i

n

i

n

�

U

�

C

�

R

�

P

�

Q

�

L

�

F

�

D

�

W

�

L

�

R

�

Q

�

�

�

S

�

U

�

R

�

Y

�

L

�

G

�

L

�

Q

�

J

�

D

�

x

�

T

�

a

n

d

f

o

r

t

o

u

r

i

s

t

s

t

o

u

c

a

t

i

o

n

b

e

a

n

d

�

i

�

t

i

t

a

b

l

y

Z

a

n

z

i

b

a

r

i

s

a

�L�Qwition

�W�K�H�L�U

tourism inሀ

of�

tourism in Zanuሀ
and

be be onefሀ

l

e

d

w

i

t

h

t

h

e

l

o

c

a

l

u

s

t

h

e

f

o

r

o

f

a

l

e

d

b

e

c

a

u

s

e

r

e

s

e

n

t

t

o

u

r

i

s

t

s

a

n

d

a

ai

À

Ԑ

ր

Ր

Ӏ

ՠ

Ԁ

t

げ

�t

͠

Ԡ

Ԑ

Ԡ

Ԁ

׀

�D�Q�E`� ��� ���À

�W�K�H�V

aFrom: i0
㑀Ѐ

toɗစ者倄쀅怅�oࡕeatetŒ

�con─
i0ԠѠрӰՠ

�D�Q�‚��F�D�O�V�RôS�O�H�G

i�␀
bै

pttracting
i葀Ԕmple

�L�À%��p

th_䝠ՠҀԐհ

abecause
t_րӀհрѐӰ׀

i
iCᜐր
b偐ѠрրՠҀ

Ȁ
@ԐՐ

_ᘀ

ib㔠Ր



and Italian, so he can communicate with tourists and build his business. However, those
who do not have access to education to learn languages or basic financial literacy face
greater barriers when trying to get involved in the tourism industry.

Keshodkar (2013) talks about the struggles Zanzibaris face when trying to become involved in
tourism: “People from the mainland possess the educational background, the linguistic skills and
the willingness to work in tourism, in contrast to Zanzibaris, who often have lower education and
are less qualified.”

There are also issues relating to the ownership of land by Zanzibaris, a key factor in developing
wealth. On the one hand, “less than 15% of homeowners in Zanzibar have documentation to
signify property ownership, say government officials” (Harrisberg 2020). The Ministry

https://www.citiesalliance.org/secure-tenure-zanzibar
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